
ATTACHMENT B 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA 
Article I.  Classes of Membership – Annual Membership Fees and Penalties 

Section 9.  Excusable Inadvertence 
 

 A. The following shall constitute "excusable inadvertence" for a waiver of membership 
fees and penalties under Article I, Section 7.C.5 of these Rules: 
 

(1) A request for enrollment as an inactive member is submitted prior to the date of 
attachment of penalty, but such request is not acted upon until after the date of 
attachment. 

 
(2) A request for waiver of fees or penalties is received by the secretary, or designee 
prior to the date of attachment of penalty and is ultimately denied, but such action is 
not taken until after the date of attachment. 

 
(3) The notice of fees due or pending attachment of penalty is not received in timely 
fashion by the member or his or her agent or delivered in a timely fashion to the 
member's address of record; this is not a recurrent issue with the member; and 
payment of the applicable membership fee is received in the State Bar office prior to 
the day upon which the Board of Governors adopts a resolution recommending to the 
Supreme Court that the member be suspended for nonpayment of State Bar fees. 

 
(4) Payment was mailed in a properly addressed envelope, postage prepaid, not later 
than the day on which the penalty is attached and is received in the State Bar office 
prior to the day upon which the Board of Governors adopts a resolution recommending 
to the Supreme Court that the member be suspended for nonpayment of State Bar 
fees. 

 
(5) An inquiry concerning whether a fee or penalty is due is made prior to the date of 
attachment of penalty, but such inquiry is not answered until after the date of 
attachment of such penalty or within 14 days prior thereto, provided that any of the 
following is submitted within 14 days after the answer to the inquiry is provided:   (a) 
payment of the applicable membership fee;    (b) request for enrollment as an inactive 
member;  or (c) request for waiver of membership fee or penalty. 

 
(6) The remittance representing payment of fee was mailed in a properly addressed 
envelope, postage pre-paid, not later than the day on which the penalty is attached, 
and is not received by the State Bar or its agent, but is thereafter received in the State 
Bar office prior to the day upon which the Board of Governors adopts a resolution 
recommending to the Supreme Court that the member be suspended for nonpayment 
of State Bar fees. 

 
B. Secretary or Designee's Denial of Waivers.  Notwithstanding the provisions of 
paragraph A of this section, the secretary or designee shall not waive penalties for 
nonpayment of annual membership fees under any of the following circumstances: 
 

(1) The notice of fee due or pending attachment of penalty is mailed to the member at 
his or her address appearing upon the records of the State Bar, and is not received in 
a timely manner by the member, because the member changed the location of his or 



her address for State Bar purposes, and failed to notify the State Bar of such change 
of address in accordance with the provisions of Business and Professions Code 
Sections 6002.1 and 6068(j). 

 
(2) The check representing payment of fee is received and then subsequently returned 
to the State Bar unpaid by the drawee bank because of insufficient funds in the 
account upon which it was drawn, or for other reason, and payment of the fee is not 
received by the State Bar on or before the date of attachment of penalty for late 
payment. 
  
(3) The Supreme Court order suspending the member for nonpayment of State Bar 
membership fees has become effective. 

  
 


